Israel, the Church and the Nations
God works with men in three spheres:

1. In Creation (Material)

God, the Creator, has made of “one blood” all people to dwell on the earth (Acts 17:24-27). There is one “human race”.

2. In Redemption (Spiritual) God, the Redeemer, divides people into two classes in relation to salvation — the saved and the lost (John 3:36, Rev 22:11)

3. In Providence (Moral)

God, the Governor of the ages, deals with man in three classes: “Jew [Israel], Gentile [nations] and church of God” (1 Cor 10:32)

God has distinct plans for 1. Israel, and 2. the nations, and 3. the church (composed of saved Jews/Gentiles) both in the dispensations and in the eternal state. (Note: N/A below indicates “not applicable”)
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At the beginning of history: God begins to deal with nations first (Gen 10), then Israel (Gen 12, Exod 12), and finally the church begins on the Day of Pentecost in AD32 (Acts 2)

At the end of history: God will fulfil his purposes in reverse order. The church (saved people, whether Jew or Gentile) is called out in salvation during this present evil age (Acts

15:14) and is then taken to heaven at the rapture (1 Thess 4:16-17, 5:9, 2 Thess 2:6-8). God then takes up dealings with the nation of Israel again in the time of “Jacob’s trouble”
in Daniel’s 70" week (Jer 30:7, Dan 7:24-27), regathering the nation back to the land at His 2" coming (Isa 11:11-12, Amos 9:14, Acts 15:16). Finally the blessing flows to the
nations of the world, bringing them peace, blessing and the knowledge of God in the Millennium and in eternity (Gen 22:18, Mic 4:2-8, Rom 11:15, Acts 15:17).
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