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The Enlightenment (1685-1815)

(also known as “the age of reason”)

Part 1: How it undermined truth

Part 2: How it undermined belief in God as
Creator

Part 3: How it undermined belief in God as
Designer

Part 4: How it undermined belief in the Bible
as the Word of God




Question 1: Do we have what
was originally written?

3 tests for ancient manuscripts:

Proximity — How close are they to the
original?

Freguency — How many ancient hand-
written copies are there?

Accuracy — How significant are the
differences?




How do other ancient books
compare to the Bible?

AUTHOR

BOOK

DATE

EARUIESTCOPIES

TIME GAP

‘Homer

Hiad

800B.C.

c. 400B.C.

c. 400 yrs.

Herodotus

History

480-425B.C.

¢. A.D.900

c. 1,350 yrs.

Thucydides

History

460-400B.C.

c.A.D.900

¢. 1,300 yrs

Plato

Caesar

; Gallic Wars

100-44B.C.

¢ 1,000yrs

10

Livy

History of
Rome

59B.C.—
A.D.17

4% Cent. (partial)
mostly 10th cent.

c. 400 yrs

1 partial

Tacitus

| Annals

¢.AD. 1100

€. 1000 yrs

19 copies

20

Pliny the
Younoel

Natural

AD.61-113

C.750yrs

-

New
Testament

History

| A.D.50-100

o 200 (boolcs)
¢. 250 (most ofN_T)

| €. 325 (complete NT)

150 ;: _‘-_'- '.'_




P52 — Containing John Chapter 18
verses 31-33/37-38 (100-120AD)




Codex Sinaiticus — Complete NT
The British Library (Dated 325AD)

s

.

1T g g
ISA;X! 2 raFAN-n

AASPRA R ¢y
[

P e
i o 3 T

g L o
. iprosisa {fm.‘ 1“1“5‘“}
finh ""”""F-a—" 0 A
TEeph R TEred TS o
|

Y L T
A

-
nunwnu
un\ucn m'u-u---

E’p&i ern-:p-
Adcryoascrne
H P LTI
WYRATLR O )
S
o]

e
T
BT A4
ST Ay panaD
ST TR :

SR
TP T K1 acyad o
e e

E DR

E T Y
»g!_}lf I‘rrw.,j_h
|

Y1

FOY TR A

‘*'“!‘-vuun o
Ium

(el
YA A
Ahh AR TR A,
Vv

1
£t LT e e

A1 hirre

R g ‘m‘

L LR LA o 0
I.' 0 g par i e
Faiarairan

e




iah wrote?

(q0]
S
s

(qV)
C

=

Q

>

(qv)
C

Q

=

O
O




Question 2: Is it trustworthy?

1. Internal evidence

External evidence
i. Archaeology
ii. Contemporary literature




Tacitus (15 Century’s most

important Roman historian)
Writing in AD 115 (Annals 15.44)

“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the

most exquisite tortures on a class hated for
their abominations, called Christians by the
populace. Christus, from whom the name
had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty
during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of
one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus.”




Is the Bible the Word of God?

1. The Bible’s self-attestation

2. The Bible’s self-authentication

I. Beauty and excellency

ii. Power and efficacy

iii. Unity and Harmony
Predictive accuracy




